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1794,	on account of the intermeddling of King Frederick
William II. He went back to his duchy, but came out to take
command again of the Prussian " Army of Observation " after
Prussia had made peace with France by the Treaty of B&le in
1795.	When Prussia went to war with Napoleon in 1806 the
Duke once more was in command, although subject to interfer-
ence by orders from King Frederick William III.   Whenever
the ordeal of battle approached the Duke became the hero:
all indecision vanished; he was confident, cheerful, active.
At the age of seventy-one he shared all the fatigues of the
private soldiers, slept in his clothes, rose at three in the morn-
ing, and in the heat of battle rode up to the critical points
to supervise and encourage. In the terrible-fight of Auerstadt,
on October 14, he was blinded by a gunshot, yet managed to
mount his horse and ride off the field. After this the defeat
became a rout.  The Duke, attended by only a few bearers,
was carried on a litter towards Hamburg, uncomplaining,
hopeful. " I shall be blind all my life," he remarked. "Well,
at my age, that is not so bad after all." He died in a " miser-
able inn" at Ottensen, near Altona, on October 29, 1806.
Napoleon overran his duchy and incorporated it in the Kingdom
of Westphalia, and it remained under Jerome Napoleon's rule
until the Restoration of 1814.
The big Courts of Germany were, on the whole, the best
conducted. Their monarchs were the most exposed to public
opinion; they had the most command of talent for their advisers
and civil servants* The monarchs of the little Courts could
be good or bad, without much control from the puMic opinion
of the localities over which they despotically ruled. The
Zahringen house, the Dukes of Baden, were good; to the end
of their time, to the great German revolution of 1919, they
were models of liberal rulers. Carl Friedrich of Baden
(1771-1811) " did all that could be done in a tiny state by a
wise and unselfish ruler."1 The Wiirtemberger princes—
house of Bebenhausen—were about as bad as they could
safely be. Duke Eberhard Ludwig (1677-1733), his mistress
1 G. P. Gooch, Germany and the French Revolution (1920), p. XI.

